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Savage Police Department  
trained for AMBER Alert

Two-year work plan  
under review 

Development guided by  
Envision Savage plan

Future land use is planned,  
not predicted
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The Savage Fire Department has been taking 
advantage of new equipment that is speeding up 
its �re�ghting efforts. In 2005, the Department 
purchased a new �re truck with a Compressed 
Air Foam System (CAFS). One of the most recent 
advancements in the �re�ghting industry, CAFS 
has not only been more effective than water at 
knocking down a �re—it also has been saving 
City dollars by knocking down man-hours.

Although the number of calls in 2007 was similar 
to that in 2006, the City saw a staff-time reduction 
of 1,100 man-hours. Part of this reduction can be 
attributed to the bene�ts of the Compressed Air 
Foam System. With paid-on-call �re�ghters earning 

an hourly wage of approximately $11—this 
equates to a signi�cant savings in labor expenses.

Because of its value to the community, the Savage 
Fire Department plans to incorporate CAFS into 
the new �re truck it will purchase in 2009. This 
will enable the Fire Department to have one truck 
with a CAFS system at each �re station.

“This is only one small tool in the entire toolbox 
of equipment and technology that we’ve taken 
advantage of,” said Fire Chief Joel McColl. “Using 
the CAFS in conjunction with thermal imaging 
technology is not only saving the community 
money through labor costs, but allowing for much 
greater �re�ghter safety as well.”

New fire tool is saving lives and dollars

CAFS works by adding air bubbles and foam to the water coming from a fire hose. The air bubbles aid in heat absorption and 
the foam creates a blanket over the fire, thus smothering it. (Photo courtesy of the VA Fire News website.)

City of Savage receives award for 
excellence in financial reporting
The City of Savage has been awarded the 
Certi�cate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting by the Government Finance 
Of�cers Association of the United States and 
Canada (GFOA). The award was presented 
for the City’s 2006 Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR). 

The Certi�cate of Achievement is the highest 
form of recognition in the area of governmental 
accounting and �nancial reporting. In 
Minnesota, just over 3 percent of governmental 
units receive the award. This is the tenth year 
Savage has received the award.

An impartial panel judged the CAFR against a 
number of high standards, including the 
requirement that the document must demonstrate 
a “spirit of full disclosure” to clearly communicate 
the City’s �nancial story and motivate potential 
users and user groups to read the CAFR. 

From a taxpayer’s standpoint, the award not 
only means transparency when it comes to the 
City’s �nancial status, it could result in lower 
interest rates on the City’s debt.

Reports qualifying for a Certi�cate of 
Achievement provide information that market 
analysts, investors, potential investors and others 
may use to assess the relative attractiveness 
of a government unit’s securities compared to 
alternative investment opportunities.

In addition, government units participating 
in the Certi�cate Program are provided with 
extensive technical accounting and �nancial 
reporting reference materials. Of�cials 
submitting CAFRs to the Certi�cate Program’s 
review process also are provided with comments 
and suggestions for improving their �nancial 
reporting techniques.

As part of GFOA’s Certi�cate Program, Finance 
Director Shelly Kolling received an Award of 
Financial Reporting Achievement. Kolling is 
designated by the City to be primarily responsible 
for preparing the award-winning CAFR.

The GFOA is a nonpro�t professional 
association serving approximately 16,000 
government �nance professionals with of�ces in 
Chicago and Washington, D.C.

Feb. 1 Registration deadline for Kids Night Out.

Feb. 4 7 p.m. City Council meeting. 

Feb. 5 Minnesota Precinct Caucuses. Visit www.cityofsavage.com for more information.

Feb. 7 7 p.m. Planning Commission meeting.

Feb. 8 Registration deadline for Play House Disney Live trip.

Feb. 11 7 p.m. City Council worksession.

Feb. 15 Registration deadline for High School Musical Party; Cartooning: Session I; No 
Blarney Tour; and Watercolor for Seniors!: Session II.

Feb. 18 City offices closed in observance of Presidents Day.

Feb. 19 7 p.m. City Council meeting.

Feb. 20 7:15 a.m. Economic Development Commission meeting.

Feb. 21 7 p.m. Planning Commission meeting.

Feb. 22 Registration deadline for Little Rock N’ Rollers; “If You Give A Mouse A Cookie”; and 
Finding Nemo on Ice trip.

Feb. 25 7 p.m. Parks/Recreation/Natural Resources Commission meeting.

Feb. 26-28 Registration opens for men’s, women’s and co-rec Adult Summer Softball leagues, 
returning 2007 resident teams.

Feb. 29 Registration deadline for Watercolor Beginnings: Session II.

Mar. 1-5 Registration opens for men’s, women’s and co-rec Adult Summer Softball leagues, 
new resident teams.

Mar. 6-7 Registration opens for men’s, women’s and co-rec Adult Summer Softball leagues, 
returning 2007 non-resident teams.

Mar. 8-9 Registration opens for men’s, women’s and co-rec Adult Summer Softball leagues, 
new non-resident teams.

Contact the Savage Library at 952.707.1770 for information on preschool and toddler story times.
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Public Meetings

City Council
7 p.m., 1st & 3rd Mondays

Worksessions
7 p.m., 2nd Monday

Planning Commission
7 p.m., Thursday after Council meets

Parks, Rec., & Natural Res. Commission
7 p.m., 4th Monday

Economic Development Commission
7:15 a.m., 3rd Wednesday

Advisory Communications Commission
As needed, 7:30 a.m., 3rd Thursday
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Seasonal 
reminders

For more information on Parks and Recreation events, call 952.224.3420.
Information/Weather Line - Call 952.882.2688 24 hours a day.

Check your carbon monoxide and  
fire detectors to ensure they are 

operating properly. 
�N�������N�������N

Snowmobile trail information can 
be found at www.snopacers.com or 
by calling 763.370.9796. Maps are 

available at Savage City Hall.
�N�������N�������N

2008 dog licenses are now available  
at City Hall. $10 for neutered and 

spayed; $15 for “unfixed.”
�N�������N�������N

Warming houses to close Feb. 18.
�N�������N�������N

On-street parking is prohibited on 
unplowed streets for 48 hours after a 
snowfall accumulation of 2" or more, 
or until the streets have been plowed. 

Violators may be ticketed  
and/or towed. 

As for South Savage, much of the current land use and zoning will remain the same. A mix of housing 
densities are expected as the area develops. The Update does recommend rezoning an area previously 
designated for a business park to mixed-use developments that would combine retail, commercial, of�ce, 
professional and personal service uses near high or medium density housing areas. “That seems to be 
more feasible with the current and predicted market conditions,” Tucker said. The Update also calls for 
continued expansion of a trail system along the Credit River.

Once the Comprehensive Plan Update is approved by the City Council, it will go to surrounding 
cities and public agencies for review before ultimately being sent to the Metropolitan Council for 
a �nal blessing. Interested members of the public are invited to gaze into Savage’s crystal ball, the 
Comprehensive Plan Update, to see what the future holds for the community. The Comprehensive Plan 
Update may be viewed at City Hall between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

An architect’s rendering of the visual improvements that could be made along Highway 13 near downtown Savage.

 (continued from page 3)Comprehensive Plan


